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MEMO

TO:
Interested Parties: Municipalities, Transit Agencies and Companies, Nonprofits, State Agencies

FROM:
Marc Ambrosi, Transportation Planner
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RE:

Strafford MPO 2011-2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan Update

Introduction

In the fall of 2010 Strafford Metropolitan Planning Organization (SMPO) adopted its 2011-2014 Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP), completing the two-year update cycle of our regional transportation plans.  Over the last several cycles we have had many of the region’s major projects implemented including capacity expansion on the Spaulding Turnpike, numerous bridge rehabilitation and replacement projects, safety improvement projects, and funding for the construction of bike lanes and sidewalks (please see 2010 Listing of Annually Obligated Projects at www.strafford.org for more information). While we are pleased that projects from our region have moved forward, our 2011-2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) is now sparse, potentially out of date, and in need of fresh projects to meet unmet needs and solve emerging challenges.  

Fortunately, the completion of one cycle leads to the beginning of another.  SMPO will begin soliciting projects for the development of a new Metropolitan Transportation Plan over the next few months.  The timing of this process is an effort to coordinate with the State Department of Transportation, which will soon begin the development of the next NH Ten Year Plan.   As the first step, we look to communities and organizations to review the transportation projects listed in our 2011-2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) to ensure they are still priorities to the locale and region.  In addition, we are seeking input about any transportation system deficiencies in our region, on state or federal roads, so we may add new projects to the MTP.

This letter serves both to inform communities and organizations about where SMPO is in our cycle of updating transportation priorities of the region, as well as to request a meeting with local officials to help us determine which projects to include in our MTP.  Over the next few weeks SRPC will be contacting your community to set up a time to meet.    
Project Update Schedule:

Mid-January:
SRPC Staff sends Project Solicitation Letters to Municipalities/Agencies

Late January:
SRPC sets up a meeting with Municipalities/Agencies to review local or agency transportation priorities 

Feb.-March:

SRPC Staff meets with Municipalities/Regional Agencies/Businesses

April:
SRPC Staff and the Technical Advisory Committee review Municipal/Regional Agency Priorities and Projects

April:
SMPO Policy Committee votes to approve project updates to the 2011-2035 MTP recommended by the Technical Advisory Committee
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